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The Book of Ruth and the Storyline of the Bible 
 

Read Ruth 4:13-22; Matthew 1:1-17 
 

“Every great story has a great ending, and Ruth’s story has one of the best. The writer doesn’t reveal the 
“punch line” until the last few verses, where we read that God blessed the romance and marriage of Ruth and 
Boaz by placing them in the line of the Messiah. Their son Obed was the grandfather of David.”  
http://www.preceptaustin.org/Ruth_commentaries_2.htm 
 

“Though the story treats Ruth as the heroine, the story revolves around the redemption of Naomi. The book 
begins and ends focusing on Naomi. This reveals God’s character in His faithfulness toward His covenant 
promise of protecting His chosen people, His loving kindness in providing for the helpless widow, and His 
sovereignty in the surprising twist of using the Moabitess to provide for Naomi. The sub-theme focuses on 
Ruth’s redemption and God’s mercy in grafting the Gentiles into His chosen people for redemption. The heart 
of the story is God’s provision, both in expected ways (providing for Naomi and ultimately Israel through 
Ruth’s line) and in unexpected ways (providing for Ruth, the Moabitess). While Naomi receives provision and 
blessing, Ruth is God’s instrument for this. It is the Abrahamic covenant in reverse: instead of the nations 
being blessed through Israel, Israel is blessed through a Gentile.”  “A Literary Analysis of the Book of Ruth,” Study By: 
Heather Goodman  http://bible.org/article/literary-analysis-book-ruth#P58_15377 
 

I must confess biblical genealogies do not excite me with any degree of significance.  In my past readings, I 
would often skip over or skim through the names.  It has only been recently that genealogies have taken on a 
more noteworthy role in my readings.  Here is why: “Biblical genealogies chronicle for the reader the 

promised seed’s journey.”  And nowhere is this more readily seen than in the genealogy of Joseph.  Let me 
step back in the Book of Ruth and then reenter the Gospel of Matthew.  
 

The book of Ruth ends with a simple genealogical statement.  Notice its parallel in Matthew 1. 
 

Ruth 4:18-22 Matthew 1:3-6 
18 Now these are the generations of Perez: to Perez 
was born Hezron, 19 and to Hezron was born Ram, 
and to Ram, Amminadab, 20 and to Amminadab was 
born Nahshon, and to Nahshon, Salmon, 21 and to 
Salmon was born Boaz, and to Boaz, Obed, 22 and to 
Obed was born Jesse, and to Jesse, David. 

3 Judah was the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, 
Perez was the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father 
of Ram. 4 Ram was the father of Amminadab, 
Amminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the 
father of Salmon. 5 Salmon was the father of Boaz by 
Rahab, Boaz was the father of Obed by Ruth, and 
Obed the father of Jesse. 6 Jesse was the father of 
David the king. David was the father of Solomon by 
Bathsheba who had been the wife of Uriah. 

 

In this short snippet, the author is intentional in who is included.  For the author of Ruth, the primary intent is 
to provide genealogical validity to King David.  Ruth’s pregnancy is seen as having been enabled by the Lord.  
The child is viewed as a fulfillment of Genesis 3:15 (v. 14 [as were all children]).  This idea of the seed promise 
is so engrained within the woof and fiber of the nation that it is incapable of being extracted from it.  The hope 
and desire of the nation would be found in one who is “famous” (v. 14), whose name and fame encircle the 
globe (Compare Matthew 4:23-25 with Isaiah 11:9).  The one born is to be “a restorer of life and a sustainer of 
your old age” (v. 15).  The accolades laid on Ruth are significant.  To be seen as “better than seven sons” (v. 15) 
is enormously significant.  David comes from the tribe of Judah from which the ruling scepter arises (see 
further Genesis 49:10; Numbers 24:17; Psalm 60:7; Hebrews 1:8). 
 



 

• “The scepter shall not depart from Judah, Nor the ruler's staff from between his feet, Until Shiloh 
comes, And to him shall be the obedience of the peoples” (Gen. 49:10). 

• “I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near; A star shall come forth from Jacob, A scepter shall 
rise from Israel, And shall crush through the forehead of Moab, And tear down all the sons of Sheth” 
(Num. 24:17). 

 

Matthew picks up this strain and expands on it as to the culmination or fulfillment in Joseph, whose lineage is 
shown to be of Judah’s seed.  The Joseph narrative intentionally ties the birth of Jesus into Davidic royalty.  
Jesus is Judah’s scepter. 
 

Yet the genealogy does more than just tie us back to David or Judah or Abraham.  The genealogy enables us to 
track the seed’s journey.  Nothing in the Scripture is ancillary to the primary.  Each piece has its place in the 
larger whole.  All of these ties directly back to Genesis 3:15. 
 

“And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her seed; He shall 
bruise you on the head, And you shall bruise him on the heel” (Gen. 3:15). 

 

Every genealogy enables us to mark the seed’s journey.  The second aspect of every genealogy is not only to 
note where the seed is in relation to promise, but also to note how the circumstances surrounding the seed’s 
preservation are varied and precarious.  
 

For example, every king of Judah enjoyed the anointing of the Holy Spirit for the purpose of mediating for 
God His kingdom.  No ruler in the ten northern tribes has this unique gifting.  Yet not all the kings of Judah 
were morally or spiritually good.  Nonetheless despite their dark existence, God preserved His seed in 
fulfillment of promise. 
 

When we break this down to the section noted by Ruth and then in Matthew, this idea is equally pronounced.  
There are four notable characters inside of these few short verses: Tamar, Rahab, Ruth and Bathsheba.  “The 
genealogy of Jesus that we find at the beginning of the Gospel of Matthew is a male lineage. Only four women 
from the Hebrew Bible (Old Testament) are included in this long lineage, one of whom is Ruth.”  
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Ruth 
 

“Ruth also teaches that Gentiles could believe in the true God (three out of the four women mentioned in 
Christ’s genealogy in Matthew 1 were Gentiles—Tamar, Rahab, and Ruth). Ruth explains how a gentile 
woman could become a member of the royal lineage of David and shows the divine origin of the Davidic 
dynasty (4:18–22).”   http://lockportalliance.org/LiftedUp/Introduction%20Ruth.pdf 
 

Tamar played the harlot and slept with her father-in-law in order to provide an heir (Gen. 38).  Rahab was a 
harlot by vocation (Josh. 2:1) and Ruth is a Moabite (Gen. 19:30-38; Deut. 23:3), a descendent from an 
incestuous relationship.  Finally there is Bathsheba whose moral indiscretion ended with the death of her 
lawful husband and first born child by King David (2 Sam. 11, 12).  None of this is included to negate 
culpability on the part of the individuals.  All of it speaks to the enormous mercy and grace of God whereby 
He withholds judgment from the guilty and gives merit to the unworthy.  All of this marks the seed’s journey.   
 

In the midst of horrific sin and its inevitable consequence, God continues to triumph in the fulfillment of 
promises made. This is the beauty of The Story.  God will always win, and no matter how tainted and 
convoluted the swill is, there is a beauty to the movement of God in how lost sinners are redeemed for the 
Master’s use.  He may use whatever He desires to accomplish His inevitable end. 
 
In twenty-two short verses in Ruth 4, Ruth moves from widowhood and poverty to marriage and wealth (2:1).  
As we mark and celebrate the advent of God’s promise to provide the seed which will crush the serpent’s head 
we thank Him for the abundance of His mercy and grace.  In mercy, He withholds from us the just desserts of 
our transgressions against Him, and in grace He provides for us the sole means of entering into His family 
once more.  O let us praise and thank His name. 


